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the supremacy of the Constitution, and prohibits encroach-
ments upon the powers of tho Central Government by the
States and vice versa. In no other way could uniformity
in judicial interpretation of the laws and the upholding
the dignity of the Constitution be provided for except by
the creation of one Supreme Court for the whole of the
federation, and that too under the authority of the Consti-
tution itself, and also by giving the Court co-extensive
power with the legislative authority.*
Such was the intention and such the device of the
fathers of the United States Constitution. Their hopes
have been fulfilled by the actual working of their Supreme
Court. It has attracted to its bench some of the ablest
exponents of law who have very ably contributed to the
cause of justice in America. The Court has preserved
the Constitution, it has maintained justice between one State
and another, it has kept the authority of the Central
Government quite separate from that of the State Govern-
ments, and lastly it has enabled the citizens to enjoy the
benefits of impartial justice. But the most important of its
earlier works has been the expounding of the doctrine of
c implied powers/
We take here a few constitutional cases to illustrate
the practical contribution of the U. S. A. Supreme Court
to the cause o£ constitutional jurisdiction. It is important
to preface this examination by an explanation which has
* "If there are such things as political axioms, the propriety of the
judicial power of a government being co-extensive with its legislative, may
be ranked among the number. The mere uniformity in the interpretation
of the national laws, decides the question, Thirteen independent courts of
final jurisdiction over the same causes, arising upon the same laws, is a
hydra in government, from which nothing but contradiction and confusion
can proceed." 'Federalist,' No. LXXX.
Since Hamilton wrote this the number thirteen has gone upto £8
and his argument has greater weight now than perhaps he himself should
have imagined at that time.

